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YOUTH

Country music

A charitable program is laying the foundation for arts
education in Xiongan’s rural areas, Liu Xiangrui reports.

concert at the Tiangiao
Performing Arts Center in
Beijing on Friday brought
together several big-
name artists, including internation-
ally acclaimed pianist Lang Lang,
pop singer Xu Wei, ballet dancer Qiu
Siting, percussionist Zhang Yang-
sheng and violinist Lao Li. But the
real stars of the show were children
like 10-year-old Wang Xinyao, who
comes from a rural part of Xiongxi-
an county, which is now part of the
Xiongan New Area in northern Chi-
na’s Hebei province.
Xinyao sang her favorite song,

You Raise Me Up, which she believes
echoes to her own story of a girl
from the countryside, empowered
by a once-out-of-reach education in
the arts.

Only five months ago, Xinyao
hadn’t received any professional
arts training and could only sing
some off-pitch children’s songs.
That was all she had been taught in
her school’s music classes.

She has since learned to read
music and can perform more com-
plicated songs like the classic folk
tune, Jasmine Flower.

“Singing has made me more con-

Above: Pianist Lang
Lang performs with a
group of student
singers from Xiongan.
Right: Wang Xinyao
(right) sings songs in
a concert together with "
other children at the [ o
Tiangiao Performing
Arts Center in Beijing
on Friday.

fident,” says Xinyao, who has joined
her school’s newly founded choir. “I
dream of becoming a music teacher
so that I can teach others what I've
learned”

The concert was livestreamed on
nearly 20 popular platforms to
encourage children who love art,
especially those in rural areas, to
show their talents and chase their
dreams.

The event co-organized by tech
company Tencent and the Beijing
Hefeng Art Foundation enabled
Xinyao and other rural children to
realize their dreams of performing
on a national-level stage.

Hefeng and Tencent brought pro-
fessional teachers from Capital Nor-
mal University to Xiongan and
offered weeklong intensive training
to 700 local art and music teachers
in July 2018.

The classes were livestreamed to
teachers in other rural regions, too.

“These trained teachers are like
seeds. They can help spread quality
arts education to many students in
rural areas,” Hefeng’s founder and
honorary chairman Li Feng says.

Li has been dedicated to promot-
ing quality arts education in the
countryside for about six years.

He believes the arts can inspire
children, and stimulate their imagi-
nation and creativity while boosting
their confidence.

Quality education in the arts is
common in cities. But it’s rare in
China’s vast countryside, where he
estimates about 60 million children
have no access to quality music and
painting classes, due to a lack of
proper spaces and teaching person-
nel, and the presence of exam-ori-
ented education.

His foundation has brought train-
ing in fine arts, dancing and music
to rural students across China.

Zhao Chencong, a student from the Duancun primary school in rural Xiongan, Hebei province, performs

onstage with professional ballet dancer Qiu Siting. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Regional economies’
uneven development
makes it harder for
rural children to
access music, but
their passion for itis
as strong as
anywhere.”

Li Gang, deputy dean, Capital
Normal University's music
college

“All they need is an opportunity;,”
Li explains. “You notice how an edu-
cation in the arts changes them.”

Li’s foundation and Tencent
decided to partner to launch the
campaign a year ago.

“As an internet-based company,
Tencent hopes to make its own con-
tribution in this field,” says Cheng
‘W, vice-president of Tencent.

“With professional institutions

like Hefeng, we can explore new
models of ‘internet plus art educa-
tion’ by using new technologies,
such as artificial intelligence, to let
the seeds of art be sown in more
rural children’s hearts”

They surveyed over 300 primary
and middle schools in Xiongan as a
pilot area. They then proposed a
comprehensive solution based on
common challenges, such as short-
ages of class content, qualified
instructors, hardware and stages.

They’ve focused on training
teachers instead of training stu-
dents directly, as has been tried
before.

The program takes advantage of
Tencent’s technologies and music
and video platforms to maximize
the training’s coverage, with online
classes featuring top performers,
such as one by Lang Lang.

The charitable program has also
engaged a number of high-level art
institutions, such as the Central
Conservatory of Music and Capital
Normal University in Beijing.

A volunteer team from Capital
Normal University’s music college

provides online tutoring for teach-
ers and students every week, includ-
ing web classes and teacher
assistance.

The recent concert was a good
example of the campaign’s achieve-
ments.

Three choirs of students from
schools in Xiongan performed cho-
ruses. Other kids performed ballets
and piano music, while accompa-
nied by a professional symphony
and performances from superstars.

“Regional economies’ uneven
development makes it harder for
rural children to access music, but
their passion for it is as strong as
anywhere,” says Li Gang, deputy
dean of CNU’s music college, who
often travels to Xiongan for the pro-
gram.

“I was delighted to find that —
despite insufficient resources — the
teachers and children can create
choirs and perform on a par with
their urban peers after proper
teaching and training.”

Contact the writer at
liuziangrui@chinadaily.com.cn
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* The teaching pedagogy is to provide students with opportunities
to learn about their chosen discipline through cross-cultural
interactions and exchanges in the global field.

* Students have ample opportunities to stay ahead by
participating in international symposiums or seminars and be
up-to-date with the growing trends and challenges.
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Earn Your Masters Degree
from Southern California’s
Premiere Polytechnic University

- Accountancy (accelerated)
- Geology

- Hospitality Management

- Interior Architecture
- Systems Engineering
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Deadline to apply is April 1st
Visit www.ceu.cpp.edu/ch/degreeprograms today!
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> Global Excellence scholarships of up

q na to £5,000 per year of study
Top 30 Universities

The Times / Sunday Times Good
University Guide 2019 and
The Guardian University Guide 2019

> The highest score globally for
‘satisfaction with support’
International Student Barometer, Autumn 2017

> 8thin the UK for student experience
National Student Survey 2018

> 1st in Scotland and top 10 in UK
for graduate prospects
Complete University Guide 2019

> The Wall Street Journal, Lonely Planet and
CNN have highlighted Dundee as one of
the world’s ‘must visit’ places

Learn more at: universityofdundee.cn
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For 140 years Brenau has provided stellar

education experiences to women from

around the globe. For the past 20 years the @
university has hosted Chinese students, 4
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