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DESIGN FINDS A NEW LANGUAGE

group of young

designers are inte-

grating the aesthet-

ic elements of hanzi

(Chinese characters) into their

designs. And inspired by the

stories about the hanzi, they

aim to make the characters
part of people’s daily lives.

The designers are taking
part in The Beauty of Chinese
Characters: Global Youth
Design Contest being held by
Beijing Normal University and
the Academy of Arts and
Design at Tsinghua University.

Hangi is one of the world’s
oldest hieroglyphics and has
been one of the main carriers
of Chinese cultural connota-
tions for millennia. But,
according to French Sinolo-
gist Joel Bellassen, people
should also focus on the
intrinsic beauty of the square
Chinese characters.

Recognizing this aesthetic
potential, this year’s contest is
asking young designers aged
between 18 and 44 from
around the globe to create
designs that are inspired by
30 Chinese characters.

This year’s theme is a Chi-
nese saying: “Harmony in the
family is the basis for success
in any undertaking” and the
30 characters share the com-
mon component baogaitou
(which implies a house).

Wang Lijun, a professor at
BNU’s School of Chinese Lan-
guage and Literature, says
that the characters are related
to life in ancient times.

In ancient times when han-
2i resembled tiny pictures,
the character jia (home) con-
sisted of a baogaitou on the
top and the component shi (a
pig) at the bottom.

This was to indicate that it
was only when people started
to rear animals that they
began to lead a settled life.

And since the ancients typical-
ly stored their wealth at home,
many Chinese characters with

the baogaitou component were
related to wealth such as bao
(treasure) and fu (rich).

Wang says the character
ning (tranquil) for example,
consists of components
including baogaitou, ain
(heart), min (which implies a
utensil), and ding (which
looks like a table), and the
combination means that a
meal at home calmed people.

Yu Dan, a professor at BNU
who initiated the contest, says
that hanzi reflects the origin
of ideas and is a suitable way
to tell foreigners about Chi-
nese history and culture.

The last contest was held in
2016 and the theme was the
component zin.

According to Yu, at that
time the organizers received
1,250 entries from 16 coun-
tries and regions.

The gold award in that con-
test went to a series of clock
designs called Zhuanxin
(turning one’s mind). The 30
themed characters featured
in the contest were listed
around the round dial with-
out their component xin. The
two clock hands were
designed to represent the two
shapes of the component zin.

One hand of the clock
points to 10 components on
the outer dial of the clock
face, while the other points to
20 components on the inner
dial. Depending on the posi-
tion of the respective clock
hands, a different character is
formed by each one.

“Every moment had a
unique meaning” says Lyu
You, the designer, who wanted
to combine all the 30 charac-
ters into a single product
design.

Another award-winning
design was by South Korean
designer Kim Su-jin.

Kim, 32, has been learning
Chinese for 16 years. And her
design focused on the word
huainian (missing someone).

The intrinsic beauty of the square Chinese
characters is the focus of an ongoing contest for
young designers. Fang Aiging reports.
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Clockwise from top: Entries of last contest, which should integrate characters with
the component xin (heart) include a watch designed by Lyu You, a greeting card by
Kim Su-jin and rings by Zhu Ailun. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

The Beauty of Chinese Characters contest this year asks
participating designers to focus on 30 key characters which share a
component baogaitou (which implies a house).

For her, if the component
ain of the first character huai
(inclusive) was removed, the
word became bdunian (not
missing someone at all).

This led to her designing a
card with temperature-sensi-
tive printing ink.

When the card is opened,
the word bunian can be seen.
However, later the compo-
nent 2in also appears.

Through her design, Kim
wants to remind people of the
feelings that can be conveyed
through the written word.

For Kim, one of the best
things about the contest is
that it’s a crossover event.

“Crossover is  popular
among designers these days,
yet it is not often applied to
design contests. So, designs
like mine are often turned
down,” says Kim. “Yet, this one
(the contest) eliminates the
boundaries between the differ-
ent genres of designs, so you
can apply many forms that you
cannot present elsewhere.”

Now, Kim says she has man-
aged to find suitable materials
to make her cards and is plan-
ning to turn the design into a
product and sell it.

Chi Xun, an associate pro-
fessor of visual communica-
tion at the Laguna College of

Art and Design in the United
States, has long been using
Chinese cultural elements in
his teaching. Some of his stu-
dents, who are participating in
this year’s contest, are using
augmented reality technology
in their designs.

“A Chinese character usual-
ly has more than one meaning.
By using AR, multiple mean-
ings can be presented at one
time,” says Chi.

“Every one of them (the
characters) has its own history
of evolution and ‘family tree’
By looking into them, especial-
ly through the components,
one can also learn about the
culture and customs behind
them,” says Chi, who is fond of
reading ancient Chinese prose.

Chen Nan, one of the other
brains behind the contest and
a doctoral supervisor of visual
communication design at the
Academy of Arts and Design at
Tsinghua University, says that
young designers should focus
more on Chinese history and
culture as Chinese characters
have great vitality, especially
considering that they have
been passed through history.

Contact the writer at
Jangaiging@
chinadaily.com.cn
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MA IN EDUCATION WITH TESOL

Passionate about Education?
Interested in a career teaching English abroad?

Our MA in Education with TESOL programme will both enthuse
and challenge in equal measure. It is designed for individuals
who wish to pursue a career and have a special interest in
teaching English to speakers of other languages.
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UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON | TACOMA
EARN YOURUW MASTER
OF ACCOUNTING

MILGARD

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

MAcc

Track options for accounting (nine-month)
and non-accounting majors (two-year)

Evening classes for working professionals

Qualify to sit for the CPA exam

tacoma.uw.edu/MAcc

B iﬁsoms

N ‘ Korea

George Mason
University Kore

Global Education Without Borders
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APPLICATION
DEADLINE

2018 Fall
(Semester begins in September)
« May 1 (Priority Deadline)
«July 31 (Regular Deadline)

2019 Spring
(Semester begins in March)

« January 7 (Priority Deadline)
« January 31 (Regular Deadline)

% For scholarship consideration, students should apply by the priority
deadline.
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DEGREE OFFERINGS Undergraduate « Business Administration

(Accounting / Finance / Management / Marketing /
Operations Management / Information Systems)

« Conflict Analysis and Resolution «Economics
«Computer Game Design «Global Affairs

Graduate ESOL (M.Ed.) / IB (M.Ed.) / Systems Engineering (M.S.)
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CURRICULUM Same degree & curriculum as George Mason University in the U.S.
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CONTACT OFFICE ) ® ®
OF ADMISSIONS Kakao Talk E-mail Website
AND ENROLLMENT gmukorea askmk@gmu.edu www.masonkorea.ac.kr

Songdo Main Office
119 Songdomunhwa-ro, Yeonsu-gu, Incheon 21985 T.+82-32-626-5021

Based in the South Pacific region, The University of the South Pacific gives
you a unique opportunity to immerse yourself in the real Pacific. Backed by
50 years of educational excellence with 14 campuses and 10 centers
across the heart of the World’s largest ocean, our Internationally recognised
University offers a variety of quality Bachelors, Masters and PhD Degrees
to choose from as well the Intensive English Programme (IEP). Come take
advantage of the numerous accredited programmes we have to offer.

USP International
The University of the South Pacific
Laucala Campus

Suva, Fiji

Email: international@usp.ac.fj
Tel: +679 32 32916

Skype: usp.international.office
www.international.usp.ac.fj
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UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA

ST.PETERSBURG

« Study at a research-intensive university in a vibrant city on the
Gulf coast of Florida.

*Receive a world class education in the midst of a business
innovation district.

Explore limitless opportunities to learn, conduct research and
intern with diverse companies at USFSP.edu
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A smart step towards
global exposure

175 years of teaching experience
Employability is at our core

Coventry is ranked 5th in UK and top 40
worldwide in QS student cities index 2017*

Over 11,000 international students
choose to study with us each year
from 130 countries and regions

Apply now for September 2018.

www.coventryuniversity.cn/
2018septemberentry/

*QS Top Universities. Best Student Cities 20



