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In 2013, residents of Jilin can 
expect their quality of life to 
improve, according to a recent 
government work report.

Leaders of the province, locat-
ed in Northeast China, prom-
ised noticeable improvements 
in almost all sectors of daily life, 
ranging from retirement and 
medical care to employment 
and social security.

Th is year, pensions for retired 
corporate employees are to 
increase by no less than 10 per-
cent. Th is comes on the heels of 
a 15.6 percent rise in 2012 that 
brought their average monthly 
pension to 1,370 yuan ($220), 
said an offi  cial from the provin-
cial human resources and social 
security department.

In addition, the provincial 
government expects to finish 
construction of day care centers 
for senior citizens in 30 percent 
of urban communities and 
20 percent of rural ones, said 
Zhang Jing, head of the provin-
cial civil aff airs department.

Composed of zones for enter-
tainment, reading, rehabilita-

tion, rest and meals, those care 
centers in urban areas will each 
cover no less than 150 square 
meters, while their rural coun-
terparts no less than 200 square 
meters.

Zhang said such centers will 
be available in all urban com-
munities and 50 percent of rural 
ones by the end of 2017.

Besides, the government will 
build or renovate 12 municipal 
nursing homes, 29 county ones 
and more in rural areas.

It will also fi nance 100 private 
nursing homes and off er subsi-
dies to senior citizens with low 
incomes so that they aff ord it.

Medical care
As part of its campaign to 

improve medical care, the pro-
vincial government plans to 
establish one provincial first-
aid instruction center as well 
as 10 emergency centers at the 
municipal or prefecture level, 
42 at the county level and 790 
in towns over the course of the 
year, according to a provincial 
health offi  cial.

The government has also 
earmarked 16 million yuan 
to build community-based 

check-up centers that provide 
local residents with basic physi-
cal examinations and medical 
advice at lower costs, the offi  cial 
added. Having set up 110 by the 
end of 2012, it plans to build 
more in 2013.

The government is also 
working to make it easier to pay 
medical fees, said an offi  cial at 

the human resources and social 
security department.

By the end of the year, local 
patients will be able to pay with 
their medical insurance card at 
whichever hospital they choose 
within the province, he said.

Employment
Th e Jilin government plans to 

create 550,000 job opportunities 
in 2013 and help 10,000 peo-
ple start their own businesses, 
said an offi  cial at the provincial 
department of human resources 
and social security.

It also plans to off er employ-
ment to some 3.8 million sur-
plus rural workers in the prov-
ince and strives to increase their 
average annual wage income to 
2,700 yuan per capita, the offi  -
cial added.

The government is paying 
special attention to one group of 
job seekers — recent graduates. 

“It has been diffi  cult for col-
lege graduates to get jobs nowa-
days, especially those who are 
from underprivileged families 
and studied in obscure universi-
ties,” said Lu Lianda, head of the 
provincial educational depart-
ment.

Training will be offered to 
them in the year before they 
graduate so that they can get 
better prepared for the job mar-
ket, Lu said.

“We used to help 5,000 such 
graduates get employed each 
year,” Lu said. 

“Now that the government 
has earmarked some funds to 
solve the problem, the number 
is expected to triple to 15,000 
this year.”

Social security
Th e government will launch 

a three-year effort in 2013 to 
build a sound mechanism to 
improve the welfare of people 
with physical and mental dis-
abilities.

It will off er subsidies to 800 
families to make their houses 
more accessible to family mem-
bers with disabilities, said an 
offi  cial at the provincial federa-
tion of persons with disabilities.

He also said that the govern-
ment will create 7,000 jobs for 
people with disabilities in the 
province and train more than 
10,000 in job skills this year. Th e 
number of people with disabili-
ties benefiting from govern-
ment-subsidized insurance is 
expected to reach 100,000 in 
2013.

In addition, the government 
will cover the tuition of 2,000 
students with disabilities and 
arrange rehabilitation pro-
grams for 250,000 people.

It plans to build libraries for 
the visually impaired in cities 
and counties.

Th e government is also step-
ping up eff orts in such sectors 
as education, food security and 
aff ordable housing, according 
to the report.

New governor plans 
to revive former 
industrial base

12 REFORMS FOR PEOPLE’S LIVELIHOODS IN 2013
Employment: Arrange 

skill training; create 
550,000 new urban jobs; 
develop 10,000 public ser-
vice jobs.

Social security: Improve 
the pension standard; 
increase the minimum 
guaranteed income stan-
dard to 267 yuan in rural 
areas and 1,385 yuan in 
urban areas; establish a 
medical system covering 
serious illnesses for urban 
and rural residents.

Aff ordable housing: 
Start construction of 
338,700 aff ordable apart-
ments; renovate dilapi-
dated rural houses and 
issue certifi cates to rural 
property owners; off er 
rental subsidies to 250,000 
households.

Heating system: Enlarge 
the heating capacity for 
another 60 million square 
meters; complete heating 

reform for at least 20 mil-
lion square meters; renew 
1,000 kilometers of heating 
supply pipelines.

Education and medi-
cal care: Build, renovate 
or expand 300 state-run 
kindergartens; expand the 
coverage of policies that 
off er free vocational educa-
tion; launch and complete 
construction of standard-
ized clinics in one-third of 
administrative villages.

Cultural facilities: 
Establish 400 centers for 
cultural activities in rural 
areas; set up 400 reading 
rooms in underdeveloped 
villages and for border gar-
rison troops; make TV and 
radio programs available to 
40,000 households.

Food security: Establish 
10 model counties and 
three model parks; put 
in place a food traceabil-
ity system; install 20,000 

waste oil and water separa-
tors.

Poverty alleviation: 
Improve the overall living 
standards of 200 under-
developed villages and lift 
300,000 rural people out of 
poverty.

Drinking water: Provide 
safe drinking water to 1.2 
million rural people.

Public transport: pur-
chase or update 1,500 bus-
es and build 170,000 square 
meters of parking space.

Public security: Install 
50,000 video cam-
eras along main streets, in 
schools and at other public 
venues; provide more effi  -
cient legal aid.

Public service: Off er 
rehabilitation programs 
for 250,000 people with 
disabilities; train 50,000 
people with disabilities to 
improve their work skills; 
stabilize food prices. 
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Appointed at the end of 
January, new Jilin Governor 
Bayin Chaolu has an ambi-
tious vision to recapture the 
lost glory of the province, 
which was one of the earli-
est industrial bases of New 
China.

The Northeast Chinese 
province is now “rising again 
with vigor, marching toward 
the target of building a well-
off  society”, he said.

Over the past five years, 
the province’s GDP has been 
growing at a pace of more 
than 100 billion yuan ($16 
billion) annually. In 2011, the 
figure for the first time sur-
passed 1 trillion yuan. And 
last year, the number reached 
1.2 trillion yuan.

Th e same year, total tax and 
fee revenue and industrial 
profi t both exceeded 100 bil-
lion yuan. Th e total retail sales 
of consumer goods increased 
19 percent, and the import 
and export volume reached 
$24.6 billion, an increase of 
nearly 140 percent.

At the same time, the ener-
gy consumption per unit of 
GDP dropped 24 percent.

Infrastructure was upgrad-
ed over the past five years, 
with 1,710 kilometers of new 
highway completed, bring-
ing the total length to 2,252 
km. Also, more than 900 km 
of railway was added to the 
transportation system over 
that period, including 381 km 
of high-speed railway lines.

Other major projects 
include airports in Changc-
hun and the Changbai Moun-
tains as well as hydraulic facili-
ties.

Th e launch of a trade zone 
in Raseon, North Korea and 
new transportation routes 
among China, Japan, South 
Korea and Russia has pro-
moted international business 
and trade between Jilin and 
neighboring countries.

Thanks to a number of 
livelihood improvement pro-
grams carried out last year, 
the annual average disposable 
income of urban residents 
reached more than 20,000 
yuan, and net income of peo-
ple in the countryside reached 
nearly 8,600 yuan. Both saw 
double-digit growth.

More than 11 million peo-
ple benefi ted from aff ordable 
housing projects. Th e cover-
age of pension, healthcare and 
compulsory education sys-
tems has also been expanded.

But the governor noted 
that there are still obstacles 
that must be overcome on the 
province’s road to develop-
ment, such as challenges from 
the conventional economic 
structure and pressure of 
resources and environment.

“We also have a long way 
to go to narrow the gap of 
income in diff erent regions,” 

he added. “Th e next fi ve years 
will be a crucial period.”

With the goal of achiev-
ing an average annual GDP 
growth rate of 12 percent over 
the period, the government 
has planned around 5,000 
large-scale construction proj-
ects, each of which are worth 
more than 100 million yuan. 
Around 1,800 of them will 
start this year.

More than 4 million jobs in 
urban areas will be provided 
to people from the country-
side. All cities and key coun-
ties and economic develop-
ment zones in the province 
will be connected in the high-
way system. Th ere will also be 
an intercity high-speed rail-
way network centered on the 
provincial capital Changchun.

As a regional hub of culture 
in Northeast Asia, the govern-
ment has planned 100 proj-
ects in the cultural sector, each 
worth more than 100 mil-
lion yuan. Th ere will be new 
libraries, theaters, museums 
and art galleries along with up 
to 50 cultural industry bases.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment will also keep an eye 
on environmental protec-
tion. Its focuses will include 
wetlands and forests in the 
Changbai Mountains.

This year, the provincial 
government aims to increase 
tax and fee income by 15 per-
cent while reducing energy 
consumption per unit of GDP 
by 3 percent. It seeks to keep 
unemployment rate at under 
4.6 percent.

According to the govern-
ment’s economic reform 
strategy, private sectors will 
contribute 60 percent of GDP 
in the coming five years. So 
this year, it plans to improve 
the service system for small 
companies and startups.

Two industrial clusters — 
one that focuses on photo-
electronics and another on 
new materials — will start 
this year. Th ese clusters will 
feature 100 research centers 
and labs as well as R&D insti-
tutions of some 20 leading 
companies.

Th e provincial government 
will grant innovative policies 
to 10 pilot townships to help 
attract investment and find 
new possible resources to 
boost its economy.

“We will pay equal attention 
to quality and effi  ciency,” the 
governor said.

‘‘Jilin is now rising 
again with vigor, 
marching toward the 
target of building a 
well-off  society.”

BAYIN CHAOLU 
JILIN GOVERNOR
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Over the past fi ve years, more than 900 km of railway was added to the province’s transportation 
system, including 381 km of high-speed railway lines. A more complicated, multi-layer traffi  c 
system makes it more convenient to get around Changchun, the capital of Jilin.  
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The local government vows to increase agricultural 
capacity, develop technologies, enhance infrastructure 
and public services in rural areas, as well as modernize 
agricultural production.

In Jilin, quality of life is priority No 1
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