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By QIU ZHAOMIN

The night of September 
21 was unforgettable for Liu 
Chunmei and the other mem-
bers of the Jilin Provincial 
Song and Dance Ensemble 
— they were performing at 
the Kremlin Grand Theater, 
in Moscow, the first time 
they had ever been on such a 
famous stage. 

Liu and her team launched 
into a performance of the 
“Spirit  of the Changbai 
Mountains”, a medley of folk 
songs and dance, coupled 
with a modern stage setting, 
to give the audience a taste of 
the scenery of Jilin province 
and the lives and customs of 
the people there. 

Some 6 ,000 audience 
showed their appreciation, 
saying the show was a rousing 
success. It was also the open-
ing ceremony of the 2011 
“Experience China” Trip to 
Russia- Jilin Cultural Week, 
which ran from September 
21 to 25. 

The “Experience Chi-
na” program is a cultural 
exchange activity organized 
by China’s State Council 
Information Office, to give 
the outside world a taste of 
Chinese culture. This year it 
focuses on Jilin province in 
the Northeast, which borders 
Russia. 

Before the opening cer-
emony, there was a painting 

and photography exhibit in 
the front hall of the Kremlin 
Grand Theater that showed 
scenes of economic, social, 
and other daily activity in 
Jilin. 

The audience told the press 
afterwards that they had fall-
en in love with the northeast-
ern province and the scenic 
Changbai Mountains. 

“I can’t help wanting to 
go skiing in Jilin and to see 
the frost and snow there,” 
remarked one young man 
named Vladimir.

Li Meng, a Chinese boy 
who is studying in Russia said 
that his teachers had gained a 
greater understanding of Chi-
nese culture thanks to culture 
week and that he himself felt 
proud of it. 

Present for the opening cer-
emony and the extravaganza 
were the Chinese ambassador 
to Russia, representatives of 
the Russia-China Friendship 
Association, Moscow govern-
ment officials, Russian celeb-
rities, and Chinese working 
in Russia. 

Mikhail Titarenko, the 
chairman of the Russia-Chi-
na Friendship Association, 
praised the performance, 
saying it perfectly embodied 
Chinese cultural character-
istics. 

The vice-chairman of 
the associat ion,  Galina 
Kulikova,commented on 
the show’s combining of all 

the best features of China’s 
Northeast, and that it would 
have been bad to miss it. 

Zhang Haizhou, minister 
of China’s embassy in Russia, 
called the performance bril-
liant, and said it made him 
proud to show the ability of 
the Jilin ensemble and give 
Russians a new understand-
ing of Chinese art.

“What you represent is not 
only Jilin province, but Chi-
na,” Zhang told the perform-
ers afterwards, “You’ve won 
honor for our nation and are 
the pride of the country.”

Promoting Jilin
Cultural Week was not 

lacking a slightly more seri-
ous side. It came with a busi-
ness meeting that promoted 
Jilin’s culture industry, where 
two of the province’s compa-
nies signed cooperative deals 
with some Russian counter-
parts. 

A forum was held in Sep-
tember 22 when officials 
from the Russian Culture, 
Publication, and Mass Media 
bureaus; national TV and 
broadcasting representatives; 
and people in the arts, media 
and tourism came together 
to discuss bilateral commu-
nications and future cooper-
ation in the culture industry.

There was also an open-
air cultural affair, where Jilin 
folk artists made paper cut-
tings and carvings and drew 
pictures for the Muscovites 
to display the craftsmanship 
and another side of the prov-
ince’s cultural heritage.

Other activities included 

parties for young Chinese 
and Russian artists and a folk 
music concert.

The Information Office 
also donated some 1,000 
books to Russian State Social 
University.

Culture Week had some 
fairly intensive coverage 
by Chinese and Russian 
media, including the Xin-
hua News Agency, People’s 
Daily, China Central Tele-
vision (CCTV), the China 
News Service, China Radio 
International, Guangming 
Daily, Russian Cultural TV 
and Izvestia, one of Russia’s 
most important newspapers. 

The opening ceremony 
was also covered by CCTV’s 
prime time news program.

The online media also did 
their part to cover Culture 
Week, and a search for “Jilin 
Culture Week” on Google 
turned up more than 7.2 
million hits, while on Baidu, 
the major Chinese search 
engine, it revealed 510,000 
hits. 

T h e  J i l i n  d e l e g at i on 
totaled 110 people, making 
Culture Week the first time 
for it to have such a large 
cultural exchange abroad, 
and the first time for the 
province to hold the activ-
ity at the national level. 

Local officials said that 
they were grateful for all 
the help that the Chinese 
e m b a s s y  a n d  Mo s c o w 
authorities gave them. They 
had provided them with 
greater assurance in hold-
ing the activities in such an 
unfamiliar setting.

The success has also bol-
stered the provincial gov-
ernment’s morale and it is 
planning to turn the cultur-
al activity into an annual, 
name-brand event to share 

with other Asian countries. 
But ,  Ji l in  i s  not  just 

obsessed with “going out” 
and selling itself, it also 
wants  to invite  foreign 
countries to come and pro-

mote cultural exchanges, for 
example at “Northeast Asia 
Cultural and Art Week”, 
which is held in the pro-
vincial capital Changchun 
every year.

Jilin delegation wins ‘honor for the entire nation’
Russians get a close look at paintings and photographs on exhibit in the front hall of the Kremlin Grand Theater, showing scenes of the economy, society, and 
daily lives of the people of Jilin province, in China’s Northeast.

Clockwise from upper left: Russians excited about the folk art performance; artists from Jilin 
province performing at a soiree for the opening ceremony of Russia-Jilin Culture Week in Moscow, 
giving the audience a taste of Jilin life; Jilin artists perform at the evening party; Jilin folk artists 
make paper cuttings for the Muscovites to display their craftsmanship; the opening ceremony of 
the Russia-Jilin Culture Week.
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A soiree for the opening ceremony of the Culture Week offered this 
special performance.

Province wows Moscow with 
display of local folk culture

Getting more out of China’s major granary ‘AGRONOMISTS AND POLICIES 
HAVE CONTRIBUTED A LOT’

Jilin province’s leaders believe that 
harvests are not just the concern of 
farmers, the Party secretary recently 
commented, because they have a lot 
to do with price stability and the prov-
ince’s economy overall. 

The province had an outstand-
ing harvest this year, Sun Zhengcai 
pointed out, and, “The harvest is the 
result of good policies and hard work 
by both the governments and the 
farmers.” 

The remark came during Sun’s visit 
to the city of Yushu, where he added, 
“It’s only when the farmers are active 
and getting rich through harvests 
that the nation’s food security can be 
assured.” 

In one village outside Yushu, farm-
ers now use machines for everything 
from plowing to harvesting. Xie Dalin 
told Sun that he farmed 30 hect-
ares this year, and can expect a net 
income of around 300,000 yuan 
($47,000).

“And agronomists have contributed 
a lot to that.”

But Jilin’s governor, Wang Rulin, has 
said that out-of-date infrastructure is 
still a major problem.

Wang said, the provincial govern-

ment is making a great effort to 
improve infrastructure and develop 
industrial agriculture. It wants to 
add more than 800,000 hectares 
of irrigated land by the end of the 
12th Five-Year Plan (2011-2015), and 
produce 35 billion kilograms of grain 
a year.

Sun has asked local agriculture 
authorities to provide better services 
to farmers, such as technical training, 
more information, and financial plan-
ning.

He said that farmers actually should 
keep a closer eye on market trends.

Sun visited a large chicken farm 
in the Wukeshu Economic Develop-
ment Zone, near the provincial capital 
Changchun, being built at a cost of 
nearly 8 billion yuan. It is supposed 
to start operation by the end of this 
month, and has a capacity of raising 
100 million chickens.

Sun also visited a greenhouse 
development in the village of Huzhu, 
where he said the greenhouse vege-
table business is an important sign of 
economic improvements in the coun-
tryside and a new source of income 
for farmers.
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The large, golden ears of corn 
glisten in the sunlight, and the 
rice stalks are weighed down by 
plump grains, while the tractors 
rumble back and forth across the 
fields and farmers sweat to bring 
in the harvest.

 It’s autumn in China’s North-
east, and Jilin province, a key 
grain producer, is having an espe-
cially good harvest, thanks mainly 
to the good weather, some gov-
ernment policies, and of course, 
hard work.

Grain output here is expected 

to reach 32.5 billion kilograms, 
nearly 15 percent higher than last 
year.

“The output figures might drop 
a bit in the future, but we’re still 
committed to high production,” 
commented Sun Zhengcai, the 
provincial Party secretary.

“We’ve been getting more out of 
Jilin as China’s granary.”

Jiao Benguo, a farmer in the city 
of Gongzhuling, said, “The gov-
ernment gives us a subsidy — and 
honor. We have to work hard.”

Jiao owns 32 hectares of land. 
He said that his fields produce at 
least 14,000 kilograms of grain 

per hectare and every hectare of 
corn brings him more than 14,000 
yuan ($2,200) in income. But, 
because of drought problems in 
recent years, a harvest such as this 
year’s is a rare occurrence. 

To show its gratitude, the city 
government bought Jiao and a 
number of other big grain grow-
ers a tractor, as a reward.

“We’ve tried to find ways to 
inspire the farmers, to give them 
a passion for their work, by hon-
oring them and giving them 
machinery as a reward,” said Yang 
Hongbo, Gongzhuling’s mayor. 

“This year, grain production is 
expected to exceed 3.5 billion kg, 
a record.”

Nonetheless, that figure is 
dwarfed by the figures in Nong’an 
county, a model grain producer. 
Last year, farmers there harvested 
3.3 billion kg, and they expect to 
take in more than 3.75 billion kg 
this year.

These advances are also the 
result of more advanced agricul-
tural technology.

For example, in one Nong’an 
village, they set up an experi-
mental area with a water-efficient 
dripping irrigation system. The 

head of the county, Wang Haiy-
ing, said that, in fact, the corn 
harvest would have been impos-
sible otherwise.

And in the city of Jiutai, agrono-
mists have been busy introducing 
better technology for every step of 
the growing process to farmers, all 
year round.

“We are trying to give more 
farmers access to the advanced 
technology and help increase 
grain production,” said Zhang 
Xiurong, an agronomist. 

“In a few years, all the farmers 
will be agronomists themselves.”

Meantime, the government 
policies and special funding have 
done their part.

One 27,000-hectare key nation-
al irrigation area, at Qianguo, 
Songyuan city, is having its 32nd 
consecutive harvest, in spite of the 
windstorm damage in August.

The government there has 
put money into infrastructure 
improvements and water-saving 
technology to improve facilities 
and services and has come up 
with preferential policies. These 
have made Qianguo the largest 
bulk and organic rice producer 
in the province.
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Jilin province, a key grain producer, is having an especially good 
harvest this year, thanks mainly to the good weather, some 
government policies, and hard work.


