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CITY GATHERS BUSINESS LEADERS

TO OUTLINE BIG DATA'S FUTURE

Globally renowned corporate executives and experts will share their insights about the industry

By ZHAO SHIJUN
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lobal business leaders and
experts in the informa-
tion technology industry
will gather in Guiyang lat-
er this month to discuss the future
of big data technologies and hash
out cooperation opportunities with
domestic companies.

The Guiyang Big Data Expo 2016,
which includes an exhibition, the
China Big Data Summit and the
China E-Commerce Innovation and
Development Summit, as well as
dozens of other activities, will be
held from Wednesday through Sun-
day in Guiyang, capital of South-
west China’s Guizhou province.

Event organizers estimate that
the number of attendants at the
expo will surpass 20,000.

A number of renowned business
leaders from major international
and domestic companies will be
present at this year’s event.

The big names include Qual-
comm President Derek Aberle, Dell
Chairman Michael Dell, Foxconn
Chairman Guo Tai-Ming, Tencent
Chairman Ma Huateng, Baidu
Chairman Li Yanhong and JD CEO
Liu Qiangdong.

More than 2,300 experts from
Chinese and foreign universities
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Xiaoniu is an
insightful man who
has a definite talent
for both identifying
problems and
proposing possible
solutions to them.
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and institutions will share their
insights about big data and related
industries in seminars and forums,
according to organizers.

Major activities at the five-day
event will be the big data and
e-commerce summits, the exhibi-
tion and a so-called tongker-maker
competition.

Tongker is a new concept pro-
posed by the host city of Guiyang
and refers to a person or a team of
individuals who have the capability
of finding solutions to problems in
all aspects of life, such as a com-
pany’s specific logistics issue. The
name is a play off the concept and
title of maker, which in this case
would convert a tongKker’s solutions
into a viable business idea.

Well-known domestic and
international companies, includ-
ing Dell, Qualcomm, Microsoft,
Foxconn, Huawei, Tencent and
Alibaba will display their products,
technologies and services during
the exhibition.

Forums and seminars on various
topics will be held at the event’s
main venue, the Guiyang Interna-
tional Convention and Exhibition
Center, as well as at other sites in
Guiyang, the neighboring Guian
New Area and Qiannan prefecture.

Big data, intelligent technologies,
smart manufacturing, e-commerce

“The problem is, there
are so many choices.
How can | know that the
restaurant | choose will
have decent food ?”

“It's time to
leave work
andfinda
restaurant
where | can
have dinner

Xiaoniu
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and internet-led innovations will
be among the focuses of this year’s
event, said Xiao Lu, deputy chief of
the Guiyang Industry and Informa-
tion Committee, which is organiz-
ing the forums and seminars dur-
ing the expo.

He said the event will highlight
both high-profile dialogues and
public participation.

“While big-name industry insid-
ers are here to share their insights,
Guiyang’s residents as well as visi-
tors from the rest of the country
can take part in the event and learn
about the recent developments in
emerging industries,” Xiao said.

The public, in addition to partici-
pating in the tongker competition,
will have access to publicity events
on big data and related fields.

Xiao said a major goal for the
expo is to explore new ways to
commercialize big data and related
technologies.

He said there will be a forum
on big data assets, where govern-
ment officials, experts and industry
insiders will discuss measures on
property rights protection as well
as facilitations for big data transac-
tions.

The host city of Guiyang is on
the forefront of Guizhou’s big data
industry.

Seeing the great potential of the

“I know! Why don't | start
a website where people
can post comments about
the city’s restaurants?
Then diners can make
informed decisions based

on the comments.”

Big Data Expo highlights

Exhibition

May 25-29

Guiyang International
Convention and Exhibition Center

The 2016 China Big Data
Summit and China E-Commerce
Innovation and Development
Summit

9:30 am to noon, May 25

The Guiyang Ecological
Conference Center

China-UK Big Data
Cooperation Forum

9amto 5 pm, May 25

The Guiyang Ecological
Conference Center

Big Data Safety Forum

May 25-26

industry, the Guizhou provincial
government has designated the big
data industry as one of the three
strategic sectors in its 13th Five-
Year Plan (2016-20). Guizhou was
approved by the central govern-
ment earlier this year to be China’s
first big data pilot zone.

The provincial capital Guiyang
aims to pilot the development in
Guizhou and become China’s “data

“Tongker” simply means a
person or team capable of
finding solutions to
problems in all aspects of
life, from business-related
matters to social or
personal problems. And
Xiaoniu has the potential
to become a tongker.

The Guiyang Ecological
Conference Center

Big Data and Intelligent
Technologies Forum

2pmto 5 pm, May 26

The Guiyang Ecological
Conference Center

Big Data Transactions Forum

9 am to noon, May 27

The Guiyang Ecological
Conference Center

Final contest and awards
ceremony for tongker
competition

May 29

The Guiyang Ecological
Conference Center
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valley’, according to local oficials.

Guiyang has planned to build
an experimental area for big data
technological innovation and the
plan was approved by the Ministry
of Science in July last year.

The city has established China’s
first big data exchange and is home
to many data centers of renowned
companies including Hewlett-
Packard and JD.com.

Dell, Guizhou on

path to cloud
computing
foundation

By HAO NAN and ZENG JUN

Zhang Lijun, chief enterprise tech-
nologist of Dell’s division in the Asia-
Pacific region, works six months out of
the year in Shanghai and the rest of the
year in Guiyang, the capital of Guizhou
province, promoting a new cloud com-
puting project by the company.

Since July 2015, Dell and Guizhou
Wing Cloud High Technology have
been working to construct a cloud
service platform designed for China’s
small and medium-sized companies
and local governments, the first of its
kind in the country.

The “Dell-Wing Cloud Hybrid Cloud
Platform” will provide cloud computing
resources and support to the develop-
ment of the province’s big data and
cloud computing industries, Zhang
said.

The joint cloud platform went online
in February for public testing, and
more details will be released by Wing
Cloud during this year’s Big Data Expo
held in Guiyang late this May.

Guizhou has carried out a number
of measures to deploy a strategy to
develop the big data industry since
2014, such as the signing of a memo-
randum of understanding with Dell in
January last year.

Wing Cloud has invested 300 mil-
lion yuan ($46 million) to set up a
8,800-square-meter cloud computing
data center called “Guiyang No 1",

The company finished construc-
tion of the first phase of the center,
which not only supports the running of
e-government affairs and the provincial
capital’s educational and traffic control
systems, but also answers demand for
IT services from about 100,000 SMEs.

“We have now 3,000 servers in
operation and the number will rise
to 12,000 when we finish the second
phase,” said Ouyang Chuan, marketing
director of Wing Cloud.

With advanced technologies, the
center promises in its service-level
agreement that any downtime of its
servers will last at most four hours
within a year.

Wing Cloud will also establish a
cloud computing incubator for innova-
tion startups, which will get resources
from Microsoft, Intel and Dell. Compa-
nies in the incubator can enjoy several
preferential policies provided by both
the province and its capital.

Contact the writers through zengjun@
chinadaily.com.cn

Guiyang offers stage
for problem solvers

SHIJUN

ByZENG JUN and ZHAO

social and market resources for,
tongker-related entrepreneur-
ship and innovations.
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Potential tongkers that
didn’t take part in the
4o }competition can log on to
é Guiyang's Tongker
/7 =" Dreamwork platform,
which will continue to
offer a bridge between
tongkers and makers.

During the competition,
Xiaoniu’s ideas attracted the
attention of Xiaoyue, a
tongker-maker, and they
arranged a meeting.

Tongker-makers such as
Xiaoyue help tongkers
turn their ideas into
viable business ideas.

According to the
competition schedule, if a
proposal is accepted, it
will go forward to the final
contest on May 29, where
the winners will be
decided and announced.

Prizes Best tongkers
Gold medal eummS® 300,000 yuan
Silver medal @IS 150,000 yuan

Gold medal @8 50,000 yuan

Best tongker-makers

Gold medal @D 300,000 yuan
Silver medal @S 150,000 yuan

Gold medal = 50,000 yuan

The top 10 tongkers will be
awarded 20,000 yuan each.

Problems that are not deemed to
have universal significance will not
be accepted as qualified tongker
proposals by the judges. The
proposed solutions should have
both social and commercial value.

TONGKERS AND
MAKERS GROW IN
POPULARITY IN
GUIYANG

The city of Guiyang, which is now one
of China's big data industry hubs,
offers huge opportunities to tongkers
and makers from all over the nation.

By April 12, a total of
22,185 tongkers
had registered on
Guiyang's tongker
platforms.
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The following are examples that judges
might not deem as qualified proposals:

Submitting a

proposal does not
guarantee that it
will be accepted
by the judges as a
qualified tongker

My husband  How can |
had an affair  make

with another ~ delicious
woman. What chili sauce?

should I do? proposal.
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However, Xiaoniu has a
problem.“I really want to
start a business based on

my findings. But | don't have
any funding or technology. |
only have ideas.”

On March 1, Guiyang announced the
Tongker Plan to help people convert
their proposals, which should include
a problem and a solution, into a viable
business proposition. The city also
launched a tongker competition on
the same day to give potential
tongkers the opportunity to submit
their proposals for examination by a
panel of judges.
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Xiaoniu logged on to the official tongker
competition website and registered for the
competition. He then submitted his proposal,
making him an official tongker candidate.

More than 20,000 people and teams
had registered and submitted proposals
for the preliminary competition by th
time registrations had closed.
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including 751
related to social
proposals were M and corporate
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in other fields.
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Guiyang is ready to offer
talented troubleshooters and
problem solvers entrepreneur-
ship platforms to help them
start their own businesses to
meet increasing social and mar-
ket demands.

Chen Gang, Party chief of
Guiyang, introduced the plat-
forms at a news conference on
March 1in Beijing to announce
the city’s “tongker plan” and a
nationwide “tongker” competi-
tion in Guiyang.

Tongker is a brand new
concept proposed by the city
of Guiyang, and it refers to a
person or team capable of iden-
tifying problems in all aspects
of life and finding solutions to
those problems. The solutions
must meet social and market
demands.

Chen said, however, people
who are good at identifying
problems and proposing solu-
tions don’t always have suffi-
cient business acumen to for-
mulate a viable business plan
for their ideas. This is where
“makers” come in. Makers are
individuals or enterprises that
can help tonkgers convert their
ideas into viable business prop-
ositions.

Effective entrepreneurship
platforms, such as “maker
spaces” where potential tong-
kers can meet makers, and
easier access to funding are
crucial in helping tongkers
start their businesses, accord-
ing to Chen.

The Party chief said Guiyang
will make use of its advantag-
es in the big data industry to
offer platforms to, and mobilize

Gao Weidong, deputy mayor
of Guiyang, said the city’s tong-
ker competition aims to gather
potential tongkers from all over
the country and match them
with makers and investors.

Following the preliminary
competition that ended on April
18, a panel of judges selected
30 proposals to advance to the
final from the 2,700 submitted
candidate proposals.

The final competition will
be held on May 29 during the
Guiyang Big Data Expo, which
runs from Wednesday through
Sunday. At the final, the top 10
tongkers, top three proposals
and top three tongker makers
will be announced.

The competition will also
help link tongkers with makers
and venture capitalists.

A maker who is interested
in a particular tongker’s pro-
posal can arrange a meeting
with them to discuss possible
cooperation.

At the final competition, the
top 10 tongkers can team up
with their maker partners to
present their joint business
plans.

According to local officials,
the competition is just the first
stage of Guiyang’s tongker plan,
and the city will offer tongkers a
“constant” stage.

During the Guiyang Big Data
Expo, an online maker space
called Guiyang Tongker Dream-
work will be launched, with the
aim of connecting more tongk-
ers and makers.

Contact the writers through
zengju@chinadaily.com.cn



