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The northwestern city of 
Xi’an will showcase its his-
torical glory as well as its 
modern charm to the world 
when it hosts this year’s 
International Horticultural 
Exposition from April 28 to 
October 22.

More than a million years 
ago Xi’an was home to Lantian 
Man, a subspecies of Homo 
erectus older than the better-
known Peking Man. 

Around 7,000 years ago Ban-
po village in the east of today’s 
Xi’an became one of the earliest 
examples of a matriarchal clan 
community.

Th e city of Xi’an was found-
ed about 3,100 years ago. It was 
the capital city of 13 dynasties 
that together lasted more than 
1,100 years.

As early as in the Han 
Dynasty (206 BC- 220 AD), 
the city was the political, 
economic and cultural 
center of China, and the hub 
for international trade. It was 
the world’s earliest metropo-
lis with a population of more 
than 1 million people.

Historians say Xi’an’s 
importance to China is 

what Rome is to Europe. 
The city enjoys fame equal 
to Athens, Rome and Cairo 
as one of the world’s ancient 
capital cities.

As a cradle of  Chinese 
culture, Xi’an and its neigh-
boring areas have a vast 
number of archeological 
sites and relics. There are 
669 key cultural heritage 
sites, 138 of which are on the 
State protection list. There 
are also nearly 9,000 ancient 
tombs and nearly 6,000 other 
archeological sites.

Historical heritage
Among them, the best-

known are the Terracotta War-
riors, regarded by the Chinese 
as equal to the Seven Wonders 
of the Ancient World. 

The mausoleum of the 
fi rst Qin emperor near Xi’an 
where the Terracotta Warri-
ors stand was one of the fi rst 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites in China.

Th e smiling terracotta stat-
ues wore leather armor when 
they were put into the mau-
soleum, but aft er thousands of 
years, their clothing and their 
wooden weapons have broken 
down in the soil, explained 

archaeologists.
Armless, naked statues 

found in 1990 in Yangling 
mausoleum of the Han 
Dynasty are among the most 
recent discoveries near Xi’an. 
Archaeologists compare them 
to the famous armless statue of 
the Venus de Milo.

Xi’an is now using  its 
profound history to develop 
tourism. A number of cultural 
heritage parks have opened in 
recent years, including Dam-
ing Palace and Tang Dynasty 
Paradise. Many sites near the 
city are also becoming tourist 
attractions.

Last year, Xi’an welcomed 
almost 53 million tourists, 
including 52 million from 
China and more than 1 million 
from overseas. With revenue of 
40.5 billion yuan ($6.17 billion) 
in 2010, up 36.4 percent over 
the previous year, the tourism 
sector is now a key industry in 
the city.

The city government has 
moved to improve the infra-
structure and environment 
for tourists while leading 
efforts to enhance services 
and develop new tourism 
products.

The city has 335 travel 

agencies and more than 100 
star-rated hotels with more 
than 20,000 rooms. There 
are two national 5A scenic 
spots and 11 4A scenic spots 
in the city.

A number of theaters, night-
clubs and other entertainment 
facilities have also been built 
in recent years. Artists have 
composed  operas, musicals 
and dance shows based on 
local history and culture that 
were warmly received by 
tourists.

Local handicrafts such as 
silk, porcelains, painting, 
paper cutting and wheat straw 
patchwork are favorite souve-
nirs for tourists from around 
the world. 

Regional hub
With improved transpor-

tation infrastructure, Xi’an 
is a regional hub today. Rail-
roads and highways starting 
from the city link east, 
central and western China. 
Th e city also has more than 
12,000 taxis.

The Xi’an Xianyang Inter-
national Airport is one of 
the nation’s most important 
airports, served by more than 
150 air routes operated by 20 

companies. More than 400 
planes take off and land in 
Xi’an every day.

It will also become the fi rst 
city in Northwest China with 
a subway system when its 
first line begins operation in 
late September. A second line 
is scheduled to be completed 
in 2013.

The city is also one of the 
nation’s regional centers of 
industry, innovation and 
fi nance. It is a major center of 
defense-related, aerospace and 
information technology as well 
as higher education. It ranks 
third nationally in the number 
of college students aft er Beijing 
and Shanghai. 

By LU HONGYAN

“A month from now the 
ancient capital of Xi’an will 
welcome friends from afar to 
participate in the largest-ever 
world horticultural expo and 
experience the city’s glori-
ous history, splendid culture 
and recent development,” 
Xi’an Mayor Chen Baogen 
announced at a recent news 
conference in Beijing.

Chen is also vice-president 
of the Organizing Com-
mittee for the 2011 Xi’an 
International Horticultural 
Exposition that will open on 
April 28 and will last until 
October 22.

With 109 indoor and out-
door exhibition sections, this 
year’s expo is the largest in 
its history on both land and 
water.

Chen noted that several of 

the world’s top horticultural 
masters from the Chinese 
mainland, the United States, 
the United Kingdom, Ger-
many, the Netherlands, Spain, 
France and Denmark will 
exhibit their masterpiece 
designs at the expo.

Chinese designs will focus 
on landscapes with rich 
cultural connotations using  
plants frequently mentioned 
in the Shijing — or  Book of 
Poems — a  collection of the 
nation’s earliest works,  and 
those from the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907).

Chen said such artistic crea-
tions highlight the theme of the 
expo — “Chang’an, the ancient 
capital with harmony between 
man and nature”.

Chang’an, or  everlast-
ing peace in Chinese, is the 
ancient name for Xi’an when 
it served as the capital of many 
dynasties.

Well-prepared 
The mayor said Xi’an — 

now the capital of Northwest 
China’s Shaanxi province 
— is well prepared for the 
upcoming gala, with major 
facilities in the expo garden 
and its surroundings already 
complete.

Landmark buildings in the 
garden include 99-meter-tall 
Chang’an Tower built in the 
style of the Tang Dynasty style, 
a Th eme Pavilion, the green-
house and the Guangyun 
Gate.

Th e tower will be the venue 
for exhibits of famous cultural 
relics from Shaanxi and the 
nation.

Rebuilt Guangyun Gate, 
the former water gate to the 
ancient city of Chang’an, is 
the main entrance to the expo 
garden.

Th e garden itself surrounds 
Guangyuntan, or Guangyun 
Lake, the shipping terminus 
for water-borne trade in the 
ancient capital. 

Grains and other commodi-
ties were shipped from across 
the country and unloaded 

at Guangyuntan to supply a 
city that once was the largest 
metropolis in the world.

It was the first city in the 
world that had a population 
of more than 1 million and 
served as the gateway to the 
ancient Silk Road.

Chen said other completed 
infrastructure includes roads, 
bridges and most of the land-
scaping.

Water, electricity and gas 
supply and telecommunica-
tions are expected to be ready 
at the end of this month.

Chen said trial operation of 
the expo garden will start on 
April 20, eight days before the 
offi  cial opening of the event.

He said  12 million tourists 
are expected to visit the expo 
garden during the 178-day 
expo.

Th e ancient city of Chang’an 
served as the nation’s capital 
for the longest period in all 
of China’s history, a period 
that spanned 13 dynasties 
including the powerful Han 
(206 BC-220 AD) and Tang 
(618-907). 

Ancient Xi’an to fl ourish again at fl oral expo
Creations from some of world’s best 
landscape artists set for 178-day gala 

Guangyun Lake, once the shipping terminus for the ancient capital, is inside the expo garden.
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The landmark Chang’an Tower basked in a festive atmosphere 
for a 100-day countdown celebration on January 11.

PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

In addition to plants and fl owers, sculptures by both domestic and foreign artists are on show at the expo garden.

Chen Baogen

Expo emblem

Mascot of the fl oral expo

Tourists, not warriors, now fl ock to dynastic capital
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