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SSCIP: Next key investment
destination in Chengdu

Singapore-Sichuan joint venture focuses on biomedical sciences and interactive digital media, Li Yu and Peng Chao report.

The investment promotion center of the Singapore-Sichuan
Hi-Tech Innovation Park is launched on July 3, 2013.

ingapore-Sichuan Hi-Tech

Innovation Park (SSCIP),

an integrated modern

new town that serves
innovation-driven enterprises and
creative talents, jointly developed
by Singapore and Sichuan prov-
ince, is looking for investors in the
United States, Japan and Europe,
mainly in the fields of biomedi-
cal sciences and interactive digital
media space. Investment promo-
tion trips are already planned for
the year.

The park will house five main
sectors: biomedical sciences,
interactive digital media, envi-
ronmental technologies, high-end
manufacturing and assembly and
producer services, said Kelvin Teo,
CEO of Sembcorp Development,
one of the shareholders of Sino-
Singapore (Chengdu) Innovation
Park Development Co Ltd, devel-
oper of the SSCIP.

The five sectors were selected
based on the existing complete
industry chains and the strong
base of intellectual human
resource capital of Chengdu and
Singapore, Teo said.

Since the inception of the proj-
ect, 20 companies have made a
commitment to set up R&D cen-
ters and headquarters, with a total
investment of more than 18 billion
yuan ($2.95 billion). The park is
also in advanced investment talks
with a further eight companies.

In order to forge stronger links
with the foreign business commu-
nity, Teo said the park has estab-
lished a presence in California and
Singapore.

Construction work on the park,
which is located in the southern
part of the Chengdu High-Tech
Zone (CDHT), began in 2012 and
it is expected that all infrastruc-
ture will be completed by 2020.
The park covers 10.34 square kilo-
meters and is designed to accom-
modate innovation-driven enter-
prises, technology and a residential
population of between 120,000 and
150,000.

Through the introduction of the
Singapore experience, SSCIP is
positioned to become a modern,
high-end business-cum-residen-
tial cluster that will attract both
domestic and foreign talents.

Tremendous progress was made
last year with construction work
on the park, according to Teo. The

Lim Swee Say (first from the right), the then minister in
the Prime Minister's Office of Singapore, and Lawrence
Wong (second from the right), the then minister for culture,

community and youth of Singapore, attend a biomedical forum
held for the promotion of SSCIP, on May 6, 2014.

road system’s trunk roads were
completed and opened to traffic
and the west part of Xinchuan
Heartbeat Central Park, which
features green spaces and public
amenities, is expected to be com-
pleted soon.

Another initiative, the Tianfu
New Area Cultural Center, with
a building area of nearly 100,000
square meters, is expected to open
in early 2018. The complex con-
sists of an arts performance center,
an arts recreation center and an
exhibition hall to stage world-class
performances.

Three other major projects are
also under construction, includ-
ing two incubation parks — New
Generation IT Incubation Park
and Biomedical Innovation
Park invested by Chengdu High-
Tech Investment Group, and an
operation base of OPPO, a well-
known Chinese mobile phone
manufacturer.

Singapore experience

Joint projects between China
and Singapore commenced in
the mid-1990s and were initially
centered in China’s coastal prov-
inces. This changed in 2011 when
Sembcorp leveraged on the open-
ing of China’s western region as
an investment hub for the region.
As a result, Sembcorp focused on
the country’s southwestern cities
and eventually chose to invest in
Chengdu.

Teo said Sembcorp chose Cheng-
du not only because of its strategic
location, livable environment, effi-
cient government and abundant
talent, but also due to its huge mar-
ket coverage and strong industry
capability and resources, especially
in the fields of biomedical sciences
and IT.

“As western China’s gateway city,
Chengdu is a very promising pros-
pect for us with its resources and
talents,” he said. “Via the SSCIP,
we hope to introduce to Chengdu
the cutting-edge experience of Sin-
gapore and further boost the eco-
nomic engine and improve people’s
life in Chengdu.”

Teo said the SSCIP will serve as
a platform for global companies to
benefit from the very best of both
Singapore and China and partici-
pate in the growth of China’s vast
western and central regions.

The SSCIP has benefited from

An aerial view of the 10.34-square-kilometer Singapore-Sichuan Hi-Tech

Innovation Park.
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Our vision goes
beyond what the
parkitself can do

and focuses on how
the development will
influence and drive the
economy.”

Kelvin Teo, CEO of Sembcorp
Development, one of the shareholders
of Sino-Singapore (Chengdu)
Innovation Park Development Co Ltd

advanced planning and cutting-
edge concepts, from development
to construction. “It is a work-live-
play integrated park and integra-
tion is key,” he said.

“Our vision goes beyond what
the park itself can do and focuses
on how the development of the
park and its activities will influ-
ence and drive the economy and
make impact on the way people
live their lives,” he added.

In order to better serve the talent
and innovative enterprises setting
up there, Teo said the park includes
carefully planned residential and
commercial elements, with all
work and live amenities within
walking distance.

He said the park will encourage
high-end high-value manufactur-
ing that can be conducted in an

office or clean-room setting. All
economic activities will largely be
based on HQ control towers, R&D
and back-end service centers.

The park will also incorporate
the “neighborhood center” con-
cept among its residential proper-
ties, which will improve residents’
accessibility to basic needs such
as healthcare and community ser-
vices, he said.

Unique advantages

The development of the park
is backed by a series of national
strategies, such as the Belt and
Road Initiative, the Yangtze Riv-
er Economic Belt development,
the State-level Tianfu New Area
and the latest plan to develop the
Chengdu-Chonggqing city cluster.

“We see these new policies as a
new wave of the Western Region
Development drive,” Teo said. “We
can expect a more pro-business
and open environment in this
region with its huge market and
opportunities driven by these
policies”

During President Xi Jinping’s
visit to Singapore last November,
the two countries announced the
launch of the third government-
to-government project between
China and Singapore, with an
operation center in Chongging.

Teo believes that the third gov-
ernment-to-government project
will also benefit the development
of the park.

The Chongqing project focuses
on modern connectivity and the
modern service industry to form a
network across China’s vast west-
ern region that will promote local
social and economic development,
according to Teo.

Executives of the Singapore-Sichuan Hi-Tech Innovation Park
hold talks with local officials in San Jose, California, during the
park'’s first promotion in the United States in August 2014.
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“Chengdu and Chongqing are
more connected than competitive,”
he said. “A more developed Cheng-
du-Chongqing Economic Zone will
definitely boost the competitive-
ness of western China.”

Yan Xing, deputy head of the
Chengdu Academy of Social Sci-
ences, echoed Teo’s view.

“The Chengdu-Chongqing Eco-
nomic Zone is regarded as Chi-
na’s fourth growth area after the
Yangtze River Delta, Pearl River
Delta and the Bohai Rim Area,” he
said. “The two cites are closely tied
to each other and the Chongqing
project will benefit the Chengdu-
Chongqing Economic Zone as a
whole”

Lu Xianping, CEO and chief sci-
entific officer of Chipscreen Bio-
sciences Ltd, one of the first key
projects registered in the park,
said the park is a crucial part of
the city’s reinvention as a center of
innovation.

The company is the nation’s lead-
er in biosciences. Chipscreen devel-
oped Chidamide, a first approved
selective HDAC inhibitor for cancer
treatment, and Chiglitazar, a con-
figuration-restricted PPAR pan ago-
nist, for type 2 diabetes in phase IIT
development in China. Its Chengdu
subsidiary will set up its regional
headquarters and an R&D center
in the park, covering all the process
of new drug discovery, from lab to
preclinical/clinical research.

“Chipscreen’s cooperation with
CDHT and SSCIP includes two
parts, the plant in CDHT West Park
is under construction and the R&D
center in SSCIP will undergo con-
struction soon. The park is planned
to be a cluster of both industry and
residential areas, and its facilities
and infrastructure are reasonably
well developed, which is appealing
to us,” Lu said.

Contact the writers at liyu
@chinadaily.com.cn and
pengchao@chinadaily.com.cn

Community
vibe at heart
of modern,
integrated hub

ByLIYU and PENG CHAO

Through the introduction of the Singa-
pore experience, the Singapore-Sichuan
Hi-Tech Innovation Park is designed to be
a modern city ideal for work, life, leisure
and learning in a compact, integrated and
dynamic urban district.

SSCIP was designed by top planning and
design institutes from the United States,
Singapore and China, with reference to the
design concepts of HafenCity in Hamburg,
Germany, Mission Bay in San Francisco
and One-North in Singapore, according
to Zhou Yuliang, chief planner of the park.

“A lot of efforts go into the master plan-
ning of the park which requires us to think
about how best to seamlessly integrate
industrial, commercial and residential
activities in a 24-hour dynamic city where
people can work, live and play;” he said.

With Chengdu’s unique geographical
and cultural landscape as a backdrop,
SSCIP aims to create an innovative and
sustainable integrated high-end commu-
nity and network to inspire innovation and
provide an ideal hub for creative talents, as
well as residents, in an ecologically sustain-
able environment, he said.

The master plan was conceived by
AECOM, a Fortune 500 enterprise provid-
ing professional technical and manage-
ment services and Surbana, one of the larg-
est urban planning and design companies
in Singapore. The design concept of “The
Pixel City” was proposed by AECOM to
form small, multiple-purpose blocks that
would create a dynamic and colorful urban
life full of diversity.

Grant Associates, a world-renowned
British landscape agency, designed Xin-
chuan Heartbeat Central Park, a major
landscaping showcase in SSCIP.

“The park is ‘a city in a garden’ instead of
‘a garden within a city}” Zhou said.

Taking New York’s Central Park, the Gar-
dens by the Bay in Singapore and Jinji
Lake in the Suzhou Industrial Park as
examples, Xinchuan Heartbeat Central
Park integrates three major elements: a
skybridge, water and smart technologies,
which transform the 10-square-kilometer
SSCIP into a single park system.

Zhou said the design inspiration was
derived from the concept of yin (femi-
nine) and yang (masculine) in Chinese
philosophy. According to the philosophy
of yin and yang; west is yin, east is yang.
These concepts are integrated into the
park’s design.

The design of the park also takes
Chengdu’s local culture and traditions
into consideration.

The Gingko Biloba tree is the city tree
of Chengdu and the park features Gingko
Square, which covers an area of 5,000
square meters, where locals can admire
the trees’ beautiful golden leaves in the fall.

Some important public buildings, such
as the Tianfu Cultural Center also display
strong elements of Chengdu culture, fea-
turing rolls of unfolding Sichuan brocades.

The park has a full range of ameni-
ties strategically distributed throughout
its 10.34-square-kilometer area, such as
community centers, schools, tuition cen-
ters, general hospitals, nursing homes,
international hospitals, clinics, shopping
malls, markets, waterfront parks, vertical
gardens, police stations and CBD cafés,
according to Zhou.

There will also be international schools,
two middle schools, seven primary schools
and 13 kindergartens, providing a com-
plete education system for residents.

The international schools not only pro-
vide education for children of all ages but
also enroll them in internationally recog-
nized programs, such as the International
Baccalaureate.

“Such programs enable the students in
SSCIP to apply to the world’s top universi-
ties, such as Oxford and Cambridge,” Zhou
said.

All public facilities are conveniently
located, providing convenience for res-
idents and seamless integration of the
park’s work, live and play elements. The
plan for community hubs in SSCIP is
an excellent illustration of the concept,
according to Zhou.

Seven innovative “community hubs” will
be strategically distributed throughout
the park.

These community hubs will include
“Internet Plus™enabled community func-
tions for old-age care, medical treatment
and preschools, improving the quality of
community public services and showcas-
ing cutting-edge, innovative community
functions and facilities.

The community is a fundamental aspect
of “new town” planning in Singapore. The
core “community center” refers to the con-
cept of fully supported residential areas
featuring a range of facilities.

All community centers are located with-
in a five-minute walk (400 meters) of all
residences.

Residents’ different needs should be
met by centralizing daily commercial and
service facilities and communal activity
spaces should promote neighborhood har-
mony, Zhou said.



