STAGE

Concert Hall on Water

A new concert hall will open in
suburban Zhujiajiao, thanks to
Tan Dun, the Oscar-award winning
composer and cultural ambas-
sador of the Expo 2010 Shanghai.
Combining the German Bau-
haus concept with China’'s Ming
Dynasty style, Tan has managed
to turn an antique building to a
concert hall. The opening concert
promises to be a visual and audio
extravaganza.

6:30 pm, Sept 29

Lane 3-7 Caogang Beach, Xijing
Street

021-6249-0502

Impressing the Czar

One of the highlights of this
year's Shanghai International Art
Festival is the Asian premiere of
Impressing the Czar, a ballet in
three acts by the Royal Ballet of
Flanders. The choreographer of
the show, William Forsythe, won
the Oliver Twist Award for dance
with this project.

7:30 pm, Oct 1-2

Shanghai Grand Theatre, 300
Renmin Avenue

021-6272-0455

180-680 yuan

EXHIBITIONS

Beyond the Border

The exhibition marks the first
cooperation between the Zeit-
Foto Salon and the Tangram Art
Center. The show, Beyond the
Border, has brought together
more than 10 Japanese and seven
Chinese artists for a dialogue on
contemporary society and its
problems.

Until Oct 15

Tangram Art Center

2F, Building No 17,50 Mogan-
shan Road

021-6299-9868

Useful Life

An exhibition at ShanghART's
H-Space that features new media
projects by three artists, Xu Zhen,
Yang Fudong and Yang Zhen-
zhong.

Until Nov 5

ShanghART H-Space, Building
No 18, 50 Moganshan Road

021-6359-4570

San Sheng Wan Wu

The Zendai Contemporary Art
Exhibition Hall is having its inau-
guration featuring a group exhibi-
tion of multidiscipline artists from
China, from visual artists Cang
Xin, Chen Tong and Du Zhenjun to
musician Zuoxiao Zuzhou.

Until Dec 31

Zendai Contemporary Art
Exhibition Hall, Building 101, 1436
Jungong Road

021-3512-0988
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EXPOSURE

Italian artist Ingrid Hora’s work symbolizes a form of protest for the generation born in the 1980s.

=

PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Artists with 1dentities 1n crisis

An exhibition explores

the darker side of life,
Yu Ran reports.

s the second part of a two-year art

workshop, 10 young artists from

Europe and Asia shared with the

public their views on identities in
terms of the exhibition Moved, Mutated and
Disturbed Identities at the DDM Warehouse
in Shanghai.

“As a follow-up to the 7th Asia-Europe Art
Camp - Art Workshop for Visual Arts 2009/
2010, organized in Luxembourg last year, the
second part of the residency program for
young Asian and European artists is a repre-
sentation of identities,” said Biljana Ciric, the
curator of the exhibition.

The first part of this residency workshop
took place at the Casino Luxembourg - Forum
of Contemporary Art in July 2009.

Nine Asian and nine European artists,
selected through an open call by an interna-
tional jury comprising a panel of workshop
leaders and organizers, met in Luxembourg
for a two-week residency program. At the end
of two weeks, the artists presented their work-
in-progress in an exhibition at Casino Luxem-
bourg between July 19 and Sept 6 last year.

After the residency program in Luxem-
bourg, 10 artists were selected to continue

the international program in Shanghai. Here,
they worked on their final pieces related to the
topic Moved, Mutated and Disturbed Identities
to finish the two-year program.

Most of the exhibits were photos, videos
and art objects that represented the creative
concept of young artists.

Austrian artist, Christoph Schwarz, 29, pro-
duced two videos showing how he overcame
isolation and boredom during his four-week
trip from Hamburg to Shanghai on a container
vessel.

“It's a kind of personal video diary in which
I talked about isolation and deprivation in an
intimate way. After spending a long time with
the containers, they turned out to be the sub-
stitute of my social interaction,” said Schwarz.

Applying the same method to express
a more aggressive message, Indian artist
Abhishek Hazra performed in a six-minute
video in which he turns, symbolically, from
male to female using fake genital props.
Hazra concentrated on the notion of science
and sexuality during the two-year program to
finish the scientific experiment by confessing
his true feelings.

“It’s essentially a kind of transformation.
The question I wanted to ask was that ‘who is
me?” Of course, I was the one doing the project
but it was not all about me, which I was quite
interested in,” said Hazra, 33, whose project
centered around the manifestation of himself
and how to define maleness.

Different from Schwarz and Hazra, who
expressed their feelings through videos, Ital-
ian artist Ingrid Hora displayed objects as a
form of protest for the generation born in the
1980s. Most of her objects are made of metal
and painted in gray, and look similar to train-
ing devices found in some Shanghai parks.

“I was really looking at people born and
growing up in the 1980s, who are suffering
because nobody really knows how they feel.
I made these devices to help them speak up,”
said Hora, 33, adding she was interested in
certain generations in different countries
in her creations. She tries to encourage the
1980s generation to go to the streets in protest
to release pressure, as they carry a big burden
on their shoulders.

“It’s very tough for this generation,” Hora
said. “But they ought to face all challenges and
make decisions alone”

Hora felt that Chinese younger generation
should also speak out.

New terms like the NEET (Not in Educa-
tion, Employment or Training) and Ants (a
gathering of graduates who have failed to find
jobs) that symbolized in the 1980s generation
have also been applied in Hora’s works.

The exhibition runs until Oct 10.

1F YOU GO |
Minsheng Art Museum

570 Huaihai Road W, Bldg F
Opening hours: 10:30 am - 8:00 pm



